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Your complete guide to retiring in South Africa with 

information tailored for European citizens



Why South Africa for European Retirees?

Why  S o u t h  Africa  for European Retirees?

South Africa offers a compelling combination of lifestyle, financial planning opportunities, and international 

community for retirees from across Europe. Enjoy a beautiful South African coastal living.

✓Foreign pensions may qualify for South African tax exemptions depending on source and 

current law

✓Excellent quality of life with world-class private healthcare available

✓Favorable climate with sunny weather in many regions year-round

✓Affordable cost of living compared with many Western European cities

✓Strong and welcoming European and international expat communities

✓Access to diverse natural landscapes, wine regions, beaches, and outdoor activities



The Retirement Visa at a Glance

T he  Retirement  Visa  at  a  G l a n c e

Visa Type

Retired Person's Visa - a long-stay residence permit for foreign nationals retiring to South Africa

Duration

Temporary visa generally valid for 1-4 years, renewable while requirements are met

Primary Requirement

Proof of monthly passive income of ZAR 37,000, shown in your local European currency at the current exchange 

rate

Eligible Income Sources

State pension, private pensions, rental income, investment returns, annuities, or any combination thereof

Key Advantages

→ Long-stay residence route for retirement in South Africa

→ Possible foreign-pension tax relief, subject to South African law and your home-country treaty

→ No requirement to work or run a business

→ Spouse and qualifying dependents can usually be included

→ Renewable with continued income proof



Financial Requirements

Financial  Requirements

MONTHLY MINIMUM INCOME

Z A R  37,000
Depending on the exchange rate, it should be at least an approximate to ZAR 37,000

(More or less 1600+ GBP / 1800+ EUR / 1700+ CHF) 

Acceptable  Income  Sources

✓ State pension from your European home country

✓ Private or occupational pensions

✓ Rental income from property

✓ Investment returns and dividends

✓ Annuities or insurance payouts

✓ Any combination of the above sources

Important: Income can be combined from multiple sources. The total must consistently reach ZAR 37,000 per month or 

equivalent. Evidence should include bank statements, pension letters, and official income verification documents.



Required Documents

Required Documents

Personal Documents

✓ Valid passport (minimum 

30 days validity)

✓ Birth certificate

(certified copy)

✓ Marriage certificate (if 

applicable)

✓ Divorce decree (if applicable)

Financial Documents

✓ Bank statements (last 3-6

months)

✓ Proof of monthly income (ZAR 

37,000)

✓ Investment statements (if 

applicable)

Medical  &  Security

✓ Medical certificate (from 

approved doctor)

✓ Police clearance certificate(s) 

as required

Application

✓ Completed Visa 

Application form

✓ Passport-sized 

photographs

Important: All documents must be originals or certified copies. Non-English documents require official translations into English. Allow 

several months for document gathering and processing.

✓ Pension letter from pension 

provider

✓ Proof of accommodation 

in South Africa

✓ HIV test result (if 

required)



The Application Process Step by Step

The Application Process  S t e p  by Step

1
Preparation and Documentation (6-8 weeks)

Gather passport, police clearance, medical certificate, proof of income and translations where needed. Prepare 

financial documentation showing monthly income of ZAR 37,000 or more.

2 Application Submission (1-2 weeks)

Schedule an appointment at the nearest South African embassy, consulate, high commission, or visa application 

centre serving your country. Submit the full application and pay the fee.

3 Processing and Assessment (4-8+ weeks)

The Department of Home Affairs reviews your application. You may be asked for additional information or 

clarification. Processing time varies by country and mission.

4 Visa Approval and Arrival (1-2 weeks)

Upon approval, you receive the visa in your passport. Enter South Africa within the validity window and complete 

any local registration or permit steps requested by Home Affairs.



Common Pitfalls and Important Notes

C o m m o n  Pitfalls  and Important  No te s

Incomplete Documentation

Missing, expired, uncertified or poorly translated documents are a common reason for delays or rejection.

Income Calculation Errors

Use conservative exchange rates and official statements. Do not rely on informal estimates of pension or investment income.

Home -Country Pension Rules

Indexation, tax withholding and overseas payment rules vary widely across Europe. Confirm the rules for your country before moving.

Tax Residency Confusion

Your tax position depends on South African residence rules, your home-country residence rules and any applicable treaty.

Timing Issues

Start early. Police clearances, apostilles, certified translations and appointment availability can add months.

Skipping Professional Advice

Consult immigration, tax and financial professionals familiar with your home country and South Africa.

Critical Reminder: Plan ahead. Begin at least 6-9 months before your intended move to allow for document gathering, professional 

advice and processing delays.



European Pension Taxation in South Africa

European Pension Taxation in South  Africa

State Pensions

Tax treatment of state pensions depends on your country of origin, domestic law and any tax treaty with South Africa. 

Some pensions may be taxable only in South Africa; others may have special rules.

Private and Occupational Pensions

Foreign pensions, annuities and lump sums connected to past employment outside South Africa may qualify for South African 

exemption under Section 10(1)(gC)(ii), subject to current law and the facts of your case.

Withholding Tax in Your Home Country

Several European countries require forms, certificates of tax residence or treaty relief claims before pension providers 

stop withholding tax. Procedures are country-specific.

Key takeaway: Do not assume one Europe-wide tax outcome. Confirm your home-country pension rules, the relevant double taxation 

agreement and current South African law before moving.



South Africa and European Double Taxation Agreements

South  Africa and European 

Double Taxation Agreements

South Africa has double taxation agreements with many European countries. 

These agreements help prevent the same pension income from being taxed 

twice, but the wording and outcome can differ by country.

Pension Type Tax Position Key Benefit

State Pension Country-specific Treaty may reduce double taxation

Private Pensions Often residence-based Check Article 17 or equivalent

Annuities Country-specific May be treated as pension income

Lump Sums Highly fact-dependent Seek advice before withdrawing

Treaty Relief: Your pension provider may need a certificate of tax residence or 

a country-specific claim form before reducing withholding tax at source.



Living in South Africa as a Retiree

Living in South  Africa as a Retiree

Cost of Living

South Africa offers excellent value for money 

compared with many European cities. 

Accommodation, food, utilities and entertainment 

can allow a comfortable lifestyle on a carefully 

planned budget.

Healthcare

Access to high-quality private healthcare is 

available in major cities. Many retirees arrange 

comprehensive private medical insurance before 

or soon after arrival.

Lifestyle & Activities

Enjoy golf, hiking, wine tasting, wildlife, beaches 

and vibrant restaurants. European and 

international expat communities provide social 

connections and practical support.

Popular Retirement Regions

→ Cape Town: cosmopolitan, healthcare, scenery

→ Johannesburg: urban amenities, business links

→ Durban: coastal living, warm climate

→ Stellenbosch: wine country, peaceful lifestyle

→ Garden Route: natural beauty, quieter towns



Practical Tips for Getting Started

Practical  Tips for Getting  
Started

Before You Move

Arrange accommodation before arrival. Connect with European and international

expat communities online. Research healthcare providers, banking and shipping.

Upon Arrival

Visit the local Department of Home Affairs office if required. Register for tax where 

necessary and keep copies of all immigration documents.

First Weeks

Register with a local doctor and arrange health insurance. Open a local bank 

account and confirm pension transfer arrangements.

Building Your Community

Join international clubs, language groups, hobby societies and volunteer 

opportunities to build a local support network.

Financial Management

Arrange regular pension payments, keep exchange-rate buffers and consult a tax 

advisor about filing obligations in both countries.

Stay Informed

Monitor changes in tax laws and visa regulations. Keep contact details for your 

embassy or consulate and subscribe to expat updates.



LET US DO IT ALL FOR YOU

CONTACT US

Contact us directly on 

admin@southafricandream.co.za

WHAT WE OFFER

- End-to-end visa application

- From document preparation to submission

- Advice on all other visa, immigration enquiries

- Property Specialists 

- And more
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